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With the possibility of California’s 

rainy and snow seasons coming to an 
end, and with much less precipitation 
than we had hoped for, we must take 
advantage of every drop of precious 
water that is in the system. 

We need a comprehensive plan to fix 
California’s broken water system that 
provides short-term operational flexi-
bility and, at the same time, increases 
the State’s long-term drought resil-
iency that will provide real water reli-
ability and actually recovers species 
that have been listed in the Sac-
ramento, San Joaquin Delta. 

It is time to address these issues that 
are impacting these species in the 
delta and implement a plan to recover 
them so that we can stop operating the 
water system primarily with the blunt 
tools of the Endangered Species Act 
that clearly aren’t working. They are 
not working because the species are 
not recovering. 

Studies have indicated that on some 
rivers feeding into the delta, over 98 
percent of the juvenile salmon are 
eaten by invasive species like the 
striped bass that aren’t even native to 
California. 

Despite this knowledge and the clear 
protections provided listed species by 
the Endangered Species Act, the ad-
ministration has established a goal to 
double the amount of striped bass in 
California. 

It should not be the policy of the 
United States to increase the popu-
lations of invasive species that prey on 
native salmon in California. I don’t get 
it. This makes absolutely no sense and 
needs to be corrected. 

We should be implementing a pred-
ator control program which, I might 
add, is supported by the Salmon Fish-
eries Institute. As a matter of fact, 
they have got over 31 programs on 
predator control that they would like 
to implement. They can’t implement 
one of them. 

We should be focusing on trying to 
make a difference, and that is why I 
am proud to be a cosponsor of Rep-
resentative JEFF DENHAM’s legislation, 
the Save Our Salmon Act. 

The Save Our Salmon Act, by Con-
gressman DENHAM, would eliminate the 
policy of doubling striped bass popu-
lations in the delta, a policy which has 
very serious negative impacts to our 
native salmon species and causes tre-
mendous harm to the farm commu-
nities in the San Joaquin Valley. 

We have to determine if California is 
going to operate with a broken system 
or if Congress, the administration, and 
the State can come together with Fed-
eral and State legislation to provide 
meaningful solutions to fix our broken 
water system for the future, for the 
21st century. 

Will we allow communities to dry up 
and blow away, as some of my col-
leagues, I believe, sometimes infer? 

Or will we come together and craft a 
solution that can improve conditions 
for everyone across the State, while fo-
cusing on drought recovery for those 

who have been most affected in areas 
that I represent? 

I am talking about farm workers. I 
am talking about farmers. I am talking 
about farm communities that put food 
every night on America’s dinner table. 
I will continue to believe that we still 
can come together if we focus on 
achievable solutions. 

After years of moving more and more 
water through the delta in an attempt 
to halt species decline, we haven’t ac-
tually recovered any of these species. 
It is high time, I believe, to try some-
thing new. 

I remain committed to working with 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
to craft solutions that increase Califor-
nia’s drought resiliency and provide 
water to the communities who have 
been most impacted by the recent 
drought because, after all, this is about 
security. It is about job security, it is 
about economic security, it is about 
the future security of our valley and 
the State of California. 

We must fix California’s broken 
water system for the short term and 
the long term. Time is of the essence, 
and every day of delay only results in 
losses of these vital water supplies. 

f 

SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE MILLER-RAFFAELE VFW 
POST 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of the 70th anniversary of the Mil-
ler-Raffaele VFW Post 6221 in Empo-
rium, Cameron County, located in the 
Pennsylvania Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

The post is named after two sets of 
brothers who answered the call to de-
fend the United States of America in 
World War II, Jack and Harry Miller, 
along with Sam and Frank Raffaele. 

Jack and Harry were killed within 1 
month of each other in 1944. Sadly, 
Sam and Frank also made the ultimate 
sacrifice on the same day, yet miles 
apart from one another, also in 1944. 

After the war ended, the community 
welcomed back the surviving men and 
women who formed the Miller-Raffaele 
Post 6221, which was officially opened 
on March 5, 1946. 

Mr. Speaker, we owe so much to the 
members of our Nation’s Armed 
Forces, and especially to those mem-
bers of the Greatest Generation who 
traveled to places such as Europe and 
Asia to fight tyranny. 

I am proud to salute the members of 
the Emporium VFW on this important 
anniversary, and I wish them the best 
of success in the future. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 404TH 
MANEUVER ENHANCEMENT BRI-
GADE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

LAMALFA). The Chair recognizes the 

gentleman from Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to formally congratulate the 
404th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade 
from Normal, Illinois, for receiving the 
Reserve Family Readiness Award from 
the Department of Defense at the Pen-
tagon last Friday. 

This award is bestowed on the top 
unit in each Reserve component for 
their outstanding programs that sup-
port unit missions and family readi-
ness. 

The 404th Maneuver Enhancement 
Brigade, under Unit Commander, Cap-
tain Jera Muder, has more than 2,000 
soldiers in various functional units, 
from engineering to military police, to 
support units. 

These family readiness support pro-
grams allow our soldiers, sailors, ma-
rines, airmen, and guardsmen to serve 
throughout the world with peace of 
mind, knowing that their home front is 
safe. 

This is a prestigious title, and it 
makes me proud and Illinois proud that 
these remarkable men and women call 
central Illinois home. 

Today we applaud their families for 
the sacrifices they make so their sol-
diers can defend our country abroad, 
and we congratulate them on this well- 
deserved award. 

To those in our Armed Forces keep-
ing our homes and families safe, thank 
you. And to the fathers, mothers, 
wives, husbands, and children behind 
our troops, you also deserve our grati-
tude for your ongoing sacrifice and 
bravery. 

f 

KLAMATH RIVER DAM REMOVAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair 
recognizes the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day in the Natural Resources Com-
mittee, I requested and demanded that 
the Interior Department explain its in-
volvement in creating what appears to 
be a shell corporation, which it calls a 
non-Federal entity, which would work 
to remove dams on the Klamath River 
in northern California and southern Or-
egon, this without any authorization 
from Congress. 

Interior officials refused to answer in 
committee whether they will be sub-
ject to the Freedom of Information Act 
or even explain why stakeholders are 
required at these meetings to sign non-
disclosure agreements before learning 
how they will be affected by the ac-
tions at these secret meetings. 

They don’t like having them called 
secret meetings. They have other eu-
phemisms, such as a private conversa-
tion, what have you. They are even or-
ganizing bylaws for an incoming board 
at these meetings. 

Mr. Speaker, the very idea that Fed-
eral and State government employees 
are involved in a project designed ex-
plicitly to avoid open government, 
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